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of representing a free people, in the 
manner I have so many years cnjoj>ed 
it, as the bigheiit I could obtain ; i 
■never desire it on other terms. I will 
not urge any man to-give me a vote 
that does not proceed from his heart. 
Look back at my conduct and see 
how you have beim served ; see whe- 
ther 1 have not been forward to promote 
■every advantage that the nation has 
received since 1 have been your Repre- 
sentative. The freemg her Constitu- 
tion from the dependence in which it was 
80 long held — shortening the duration 
«f Pariiaments, which/is a proper check 
on the conduct of the llepresentative 
— extending the freedom of Trade, 
and encouraging lihe" Linen, in eve- 
ry branch: in short, every thing 
that was done or attempted for the ad- 
vantage of this Country had my warm- 
est sapport. However, if yon are of 
opinion, that you can be better served 
by any other man, avail yourselves of 
yout privil^e, and dect him ; far be 
rt i&om tne -to wish the Freedom of 
Elecftion should be cramped. I shall 
neither be jealous of his situation nor 
accuse you of ingratitude ; but if in- 
clination, gratitude, or public spirit 
should induce you- to place your con- 
fidence agiin in me, long experience 
may have convinced you that you 
will not be deceived. 

" I have now made known my sen- 
timents and the ground ou which I pro- 
ceed ; nothing remains for me but to 
wait with respectful submission for your 
determination ; these are the only 
means by vi?htch I shall attempt your 
favour. iBe assured it ihall net'er be 
laid to my charge, that 1 have corrupt- 
ed the' morals of the county, by using 
any of the arts too frequent at Elections. 
If I can do the county service, my 
ambition is gratified ; 1 am not the vaafi 
to injure it for any consideration what- 
ever. Let my situation in life be wliat 
it may, 1 shall ever remain a steady 
friend to my country,*^ and never for- 
feit the character of an hwiest, uncorrupt 
man, which I thank God I haVe firmly 
established. 

" I am Gentlemen, with every senti- 
ment of duly and res()ect. Your v6ry 
faithful and obedient humble servant, 

" W. Br-ownijow." 
Duban, AprU 17, 1790. 



Far iM Selfiat MmHhIy Magazine. 

HBTOay Of TYTBBS. 

AMONG the great variety of sub- 
jects that have occupied the 
tiolumns ef-the Belfast News-papers 
for the last year, few have been more 
conspicuous than Tithes. The public 
have seen many publications com- 
plaining of the system as injurious to 
agriculture, and oppressive to that 
numerous and Useful bddy of men, 
tlie laud-holdeTS ; and an equal number 
at least contending for the propriety 
and -continuance of the Tithe laws asi 
they now stand. 

The subject was introduced by a 
complaint fi>om the grand Jury of 
Armagh against the exMtiitant exac- 
tions of gome clergymen in that coun- 
ty ; the teply of the clergy and most 
of tlie subsequent publications seem 
tn have treated it with too much as- 
perity it© produce conviction on the 
minds of tl»e parties, and the contest 
was maintained more v»ith tl»e ap- 
pearance of (indulging in reflections, 
llian with a view to remove prejudices, 
and place the subject in a clear point 
of view. 

If we consider the great length of 
time that Tithes have been established 
as a legal mode of support for the 
clepgy, and that the certainty of tlieir 
continuance must have operated as a 
litrong inducement to many of (hem 
to qualify -ti-emselves for the office, 
and relinquish every other prospect 
of maintenance that might have been 
open to them, we shall not be much 
surprized at (heir being alarmed at 
any proposal for abolishing or altermg 
tliem ; it is natural for a man t<i 
be tenacious of what he conceives to 
be his property, and cautious of couii- 
teuancing any tiling that he imagines 
inay have a tendency to injure it. 

I'bese considerations ought to in- 
cline every moderate man to make 
great allowances for the objections of 
the clergy to a commutation or other 
alteratron proposed to be made in tlie 
Tithe laws. They have a legal claim 
to Tithes. They have been long in their 
j)ossession, ^nd untU they are satisfied 
that the altet~ation will not be a loss 
to them, they are at least entitled to 
the liberty of staling thdrobjectioaf. 
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Complaints have been made, and 
probably on good grounds, that some 
clergymen are rigorous, and exorbitaut 
in the exaction of their demands, and 
that their conduct has a certain ten- 
dency to sour the minds of the peo- 
ple against them, and even make them 
dissatisfied with the government that 
countenances them, but these com- 
plaints, it must be acknowledged, attach 
only to a small part of the clerical 
body in this province at least, and 
ought not to be applied to the whole, 
since it must be admitted that the 
generality of them do not receive nor 
even demaod the tenth of the produce 
which the law would actually permit 
them to take, and which in England, 
I am infoimed, is in many districts 
strictlv demanded, not only forcorn, 
but for milk, pigs, eggs, poultry 
and other smaller matters, which 
in this country we know nothing of. 

Having made these prefatory ob- 
servations, 1 will proceed to consider 
the subject of Tithe as to its origin, 
continuance, and effects, both in 
former and present times. The first 
legal or national establishment of Tithes 
that we read of, was under the 
Jewish dispensation, and appears to 
have been an equitat>le institution : 
the tribe of Levi having been ap- 
pointetl for the exercise of religious 
(unctions only, were debarred from 
their shaie of the lands divkled 
amongst the other tribes, that they 
might not be incumbered with secular 
concerns, and the tenth of the whole 
allotted them as a compensation for 
it. The officiating Priests received only 
one tenth of that I'ithe, and auotlier 
portion of it was appropriated to the 
relief of the poor, (he widow, and 
orphan. This establishment, however, 
appears to have ended with the 
Jewish theocrafly ; for, at the com- 
mencement of the Christian era, and 
for several centuries afterwards, there 
is not a trace of Tithes existing in 
the Cliristian church, nor was it in- 
troduced until the professors of Chris- 
tianity in general, and the ministers 
of it in particular were corrupted by 
the love of power, and of money, 
when by the accession of Consiantine, 
it became the established religion of 
the SI ate i yei even then, and for 
iiume centuries afterwards, oat fourth 
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part of the Tithe only was claimed 
by the officiating clergy, as appears 
by the writings of several histo- 
rians. 

Blackstone in his commentaries 
vol. \. page 384, says, "At the 
first establishment of parochial clergy, 
the tithes of the parish were distributwl 
in a four-fold division, one for the 
use of the Bishop, anotlier fbrmain- 
tainiiig the fabrick of the church, a 
third for the poor, and a fouitli to 
provide for the incumbent. When the 
sees of the Bishops became otherwise 
amply endowed, the Bishops were 
prohibited from demanding their usual 
share of the Tithes, and ilie division 
was into three parts oiijy." In pro- 
cess of time, when superstition had 
extended its influence even over the 
minds of Kings, the priesls had the 
address to prevail on them- to direct 
their subjects to pay the whole of 
the Tithe into their hands, and to 
induce the people to comply with 
the demand more readily, they in- 
vented many ridiculous stories, one 
of wliich is related to have issued 
from a synod held at Frankfort in 
Hie year 794, in a capitulary, which 
asserts, "that in the last fartiine the Cars 
of corn were found to contain no seed, 
the infernal spirits having devoured 
it all, and that those spirits were 
heard to reproach (he people with 
not having pjid Tithe." 

It wou.d lire the patience of the 
reader, and exceed the limits of a 
Magazine, were 1 to transcribe all 
the instances which history furnishe.s 
us with, of the deceptions practised 
on the people by the priests oi former 
superstitious tjmes to_ secure to them- 
selves the exclusive possession of 
'I'ithes, yet 1 cannot resist the incli- 
nation to give One quotation from 
Selden's History of Tithes, page 169, 
as another singular insianee of il. 

" In the reign of Henry V4. in the 
15th cewtury, a penitential was made 
for the use and direction of pnesls 
in their auricular confessions as fol. 
lows. " Hast thou truly paid thy ti(h. 
ings and offerings to hoJy church? 
'1 hou art to understand that at the 
beginning of the world, Adam was 
directed to give to God the tentli 
oart of every thing : God bade him 
to leach his childiea U> uo the same, 
xk 
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Adam bad two sons, Cain and Abel. 
AbeJ tithed truly, iud of ttie best : 
Cain tithed falsely and of tUe wor&V 
At last the false tither Cain slew 
his brother, because Abel Uaaied Cain, 
and said he tithed falsely, wherefore 
God cursed Caitt and all t^e Earth: 
s» you now see that false 'I'ithing 
■was the cause of the first manslaughter 
tiiac ever was, and it was the cause 
why God cursed the Earth." 

In thb manner, in times of super- 
stition and priest-craft, the doctrine 
<)f Tithes was preached up, and by 
this ineans they were introduced 
into these countries, and became a 
(aw, and passing from the reigii of 
ohe King to tl\e government of an- 
other, they obtaiued tiieir present 
tooting. 

Now if we look into the origin of 
tithes, and the manner in which tliey 
have been handed down to us, there is 
not much room to plead for them on 
the score of antiquity ; and since the 
claim to them on divine right is given 
up, they stand not on ground loo high 
to exelnpt them from the inspection of 
an enlightened age, nor the alterations 
of a British Legislature. Ijiws which 
have been suitable in one age may not 
be found to answer in another. Change 
of times often requires a change, in the 
laws. ■ It is not uncommon tor a Par- 
liament to repeal an act iii one session 
that had been made by itself in a pre- 
ceding one. 

In an act passed in the reign of Hen- 
ry the Eighth, enjoining the payment 
ot tithe, it is offered as a. reason, f'lhat 
it seemed just that those who received 
from the clergy spiritual things, should 
eoinmmiicate totliem temporal things." 
Whatever claim to equity this law 
might have h^ at a time when the 
gieat majority of the people were of 
the national church, it loses that 
cl^m, and cannot be equitably applied 
to acoOutry.whete not more than one 
eighth of the iidiabitants are so. Here 
then js one ground cm which it is al- 
)«>dged the legislature ought to take up 
tiie subject of tithe, and make some 
alleration i» it that woald be more 
equitable in its operation, and kss 
obnoxious to th? people. Its iujurious 
ejfects on agriculture stand also pro- 
minent attipne; the objeclioDs raised 



against it : many eminent men have 
employed their pens in pointing out 
the injury, 5 The celebrated Arthur 
Younge, whose exertions in husbandry 
are not exceeded by any, and whose 
practical l^nowledge of it constitutes 
hijH a competent judge of whatever 
promotes or retards it, roakei no scra- 
pie in asserting, " that tytbes, of 
all other taxes, are the most obstruc- 
tive to the progress, of tillage." The 
ingeijious Arcjideacon Paley, speaking 
of it, says, "'of ali institutions which 
are adverse to cultivation and im- 
provement, none are so obnoxious as 
tiiat of tithes." And again^ " Tithes 
are a tax, not only upon industry, but 
upon that industry tint feeds mankind : 
the burden of the t4x falls with it& 
chief* if not Us whole weight upon 
tillage, upQn that precise mode of 
cultivation, which it is the business of 
the state to relieve and remunerate in 
preference to all others." 

Were I to quote all that has been 
written by men of the lirst taletits 
and best information, against this 
tax, it would copstitute a volume, 
whilst it would shew, that dissatis- 
faction with tithe is not peculiar lo 
the people of this country, nor tlie 
discouragements to agriculture, so 
much complained of, exclusively felt 
by the landholders of Ireland. 

There is vet.one consideration which 
I think ought above all others to have 
the greatest weight with the wise and 
moderate among the clergy, in dis- 
posing them lo desire aciiauge in the 
tithing system, and that is, the effect 
tlut the present mode has on the 
minds, of thi? people; they know that 
the very nature and end of their ap- 
pointment, and for which tithe is 
allotted them, i? the instruction and 
impfovemerit of mankind iiv religion 
and morality — and tliat to effect this, 
it. is absolutely necessary that the 
teachers should possess the love and 
good 0))inion of those they teach, be- 
cause, if tliis is not the case, there is 
no probability that their instructions, 
however gooo,^ will have their proper 
weight, and consequently the very end 
of their appointment will be defeated, 
it cannot be a wise and judicious 
n»ode of support, which gives sepa- 
rate interciis to the clergy and Uiutr 
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hearers ; a mode vvhicli annually brings 
into view the lo!is which the latidhokl- 
er sustains by the present establish- 
ment, and renews tlie animosity na- 
turally resulting irom his findii.g the 
demand encrea'se in proportion to the 
encrease of his indu-ityy, and the money 
he has efmpioyed in improving his land. 

Many of the clergy, from their con- 
nection's, talents, and education, are, 
or ought to be respectable, yet this 
respectability is often lessened, if not 
destroyed, by the jwesmt tythiiig sys- 
tem, which by p acing them at vari- 
ance with the people, casts a shade 
over their good qualities ; besides (his, 
there is something extremely degrading 
to men of good sense and character, 
to be made dependant fnr support on a 
tax, levied by themselves oft' the lower 
classes of the people, all of whom 
give it witli reluctance, and many of 
whom are scarcely able, by their ut- 
most exertions, to procure a scanty 
subsistence for their families, and who 
never fail to execrate that man who 
wrests from them a portion of their 
hard earned substance. 

These are certainly great objections 
to the continuance of the present mode 
of supporting the clergy, aii<l ought 
to induce them to unite in a solui- 
tcition to the legislatnre, for some al- 
teration that would be more favoiiiable 
to themselves, and less obnoxious to 
the people. What is there in tithe 
that should incline them to pnfer it 
to all other modes of support ? Is 
not .£500 3 year, well seoured by some 
other establishment, as good as .^ ">00 
bv tithe? and preferable, by being di- 
\ested of all the evils and inconveni- 
ences of the latter ? 

I hey liave no occasion to be afraid 
to trust the care of their concerns 
into the hands of Government and 
Parliament, who, if il'cy change 
the mode, are not likely to lessen the 
means of support. — Suyely every good 
and moderate clergyman ought to re- 
joice at the ,prospect of an alteration 
that would free him from ii share of 
the odium indiscriminately brought on 
the whole body, by (he exeifbitant 
demands, and rigorous exactions of 
some of their order; and which, by 
reinoviug The cause of disagreement 
b('t«eeii them and the ppople, would 
open to hiin the means ot obtaining 



all the love and respect due to hi^^ 
usefulness, and the goodness of bis 
character. 

y. 

To the Editor oj the Belfast Magazine. 

SIR, 

IT does iiot strike me, that you/ 
1 Correspondent P. has explained a 
passage in Horace's Ode, Lib. 1st. and 
I must confess myself equally dis- 
satisfied with the meanings contended 
for by D'Acier and Sanadon. The term 
Afulns, may be considered here , as 
including females in the different ra- 
pacities of mothers and married woineii. 
I'o say th(tt If an are hateful to women 
merelv as nioihers can scarcely be 
consicfercd as the meaning of the 
passage ; to confine it to the other sense 
IS wholly inadmi-ssible. Satjadon too 
has unwarily enough thrown out a 
severe sarcasm on the married stale 
by limiting his sense of the tenu 
Matres to young unmarried women, 
and seems pretty strongly to imply a 
hint, that had tlie marriage ceremony 
taken place, their anxiety woultl 
have been considerably abated. 

The quotation fi'oni Yirgil appears 
to me, (witj) the view I have of th« 
passaf>e) not sufiicieut to illustrate the 
moajiiut; of Horace. It seems to con- 
fine t!ie detestation of war in some 
measure to tho^e mothers whose 
children are not of an advanced age. 
'ilie image is not at all similar, as 
those mothers would th.en only be 
alluded to whe weje mdst likely !o 
be directly niQlested by the ravages 
of war i he detestaiiop mentioned by 
Horace, is a dislike permanent anil 
arising from a consideration of the 
miseries of such a slate of things, 
artil tt ideiy diflierent from the suddejj 
impulse of natural feeling expressed by 
the mother in Virgil. I Uilly agree 
w ith P. in the marked di^erence that 
exists between Akenside and Virgil in 
their application of this maternal im- 
pulse : Iwwever, that it has been a 
tivourite theme of many poets can- 
not serve the cause on<; way or the 
other, for we ought to remember 
tjiat these poets Jiave been neither 
mothers nor married Womeh. We may 
aijorv collect, tl«il Homer (an authority 



